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Y§ô§tô®®h, 

distinguished guests. I 

respectfully present you the Hashkeeji Naahatôa 

(Judicial Branch) Third Quarterly Report for Fiscal 

Year 2018 covering April 1, 2018, to June 30, 2018.  

The cornerstone of the Hashkeeji Naahatôa is embod-

ied in the establishment of the judicial branch on Oc-

tober 16, 1958. Section 1, Resolution No. CO-69-58 

(codified at 7 N.T.C. Subsection 201 (1978). It was 

the desire of the naataônii that ñthese courts be made 

effective and respected instruments of justice.ò The 

creation of the dineô courts was a first ñstepò for 

checks and balances in the Navajo Nation govern-

ment. Later on December 4, 1985, an amendment to 7 

N.T.C. Subsection 201 reiterated the establishment of 

the Judicial Branch plus it created the Navajo Nation 

Supreme Court. The intent of creating the supreme 

court was ñin furtherance of the goal of strengthening 

the Courts of the Navajo Nation.ò  

Through an amendment on December 15, 1990, our 

naataônii amended Navajo Tribal Code Title 2 to cre-

ate the judicial branch as a separate branch of Navajo 

government. The preamble to this legislative act stat-

ed, ñtreating the Judicial Branch as a separate branch 

of government has proven to be beneficial to the Nav-

ajo Nation and has provided stability in the govern-

ment.ò N.T.C. Resolution No. CD-68-89.  

The Hashkeeji Naahatôa third quarterly report con-

tains the commitment, accomplishments, data, forti-

tude, challenges, and sacrifices made by the two hun-

dred and thirteen (213) employees to fulfil the man-

date and preamble to the creation of the branch. The 

full independence of the courts is of utmost im-

portance to the branch so use of kôe and Din® bi 
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beenahazô §anii remains the foundation of our vision, 

mission, goals, and objectives.  

Visions are created as we experience life, past, present, 

and future. Our ancestors prepared the way for us ï they 

created justice, fairness, and kô. With these values, they 

cemented their vision for us. The Hashkeeji Naahatôa is 

vested with special teachings and movement to reach the 

highest level of fairness for our Din®. Thus, the branch 

vows to be an independent judiciary since its creation. 

The HashkeejNaahatôa is highly respected around the 

world due to our unique approach to justice. Our Din® 

require judicial guarantees for quality, fairness, respect, 

and human rights. Based on these teachings and con-

cepts, the HashkeejNaahatôa goals and objectives con-

tinue to embody Din® bi beenahazô §anii.  

The Navajo Nationôs declaration and proclamation of 

the 2018 Year of Naaltsoos San² (Treaty of 1868) re-

flected on the significance of our treaty and sovereignty. 

Our Din® courts have integrated Din® Fundamental Law 

to provide the basis of its sacred teachings and laws. Our 

Din® courts vow to protect sovereignty and they play a 

significant role in educating our Din® on the tenets of 

the Treaty of 1868 and our sovereignty. The Hashkeeji 

Naahatôa constantly moves towards aligning these 

teachings with Din® bi beenahazô §anii.  

The fundamental tenet of an independent judiciary is to 

have a full judiciary. The search continues for a third 

Associate Justice for the three (3) justice panel of the 

Supreme Court. The third justice position has been va-

cant for more than seven (7) years. Within thirty (30) 

business days upon my confirmation 

as Chief Justice, I assigned all district 

court judges (as associate justice by 

designation to sit as the third justice on 

the appellate panel) which began the 

process of removing the backlog of 

unresolved, supreme court cases da-

ting back to 2011. This allowed an im-

mediate, short-term solution to a long-

standing situation. District Court judg-

es responded; however, these new as-

signments cut into their own backlog 

of district court cases. Thus, this pro-

cess remains a challenge given their 

daily caseloads.  

Another function of the Navajo Nation 

Supreme Court is to oversee the prac-

tice of law in dineô courts. Sixteen (16) 

new bar members were sworn in to 

practice law as members of the Navajo Nation Bar As-

sociation (NNBA). The process is for the Supreme 

Court to conduct a hearing to review the NNBA peti-

tions for admittance to the bar for individuals that have 

passed the Navajo Nation Bar Exam and Dine Funda-

mental Law session.  

District Court judges and court personnel in Shiprock, 

Crownpoint, Alamo, Toôhajiilee, and Ramah, New Mex-

ico; Aneth, Utah; and Kayenta, Chinle, Tuba City, 

Dilkon, Window Rock, and Dzilôi jiin, Arizona remain 

vigilant, hardworking, and successful despite judge va-

cancies in their district courts. Recruitment efforts are 

ongoing to fill District Court judge vacancies to help 

carry the load and fulfil the mandate of our naataônii.  

In order for the Hashkeeji Naahatôa to move forward 

with its vision and mission, a new Strategic Plan was 

created for a ten-year plan (2018-2028) focusing on the 

next 18-month period (June 2018 to December 2019). 

The branch employees developed an Action Plan to ad-

dress high-priority matters. The last Strategic Plan was 

made in 2007.  

The Hashkeeji Naahatôa continues its outreach to the 

public. Our Hashkeeji Naahatôa employees and other 

partners have done a fantastic job in providing educa-

tional and supportive services to our Din®. This work is 

accomplished with using external grant funds as well as 

general funds. These endeavors help to fulfill our vision 

and mission in rehabilitating individuals and families 

and restoring harmony pursuant to Din® bi beenahazô 

§anii. ǒ 

Quarterly message of the Chief Justice 
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Associate Justice Cynthia Thompson by designation, Chief Justice JoAnn Jayne 
and Associate Justice Eleanor Shirley during Supreme Court oral argument. 
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TUBA CITY JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Three pro se trainings were held this quarter. Training 

topics included guardianship of a minor, name change, 

correction of records, declaration of a name, probate, and 

how answer a petition. Individuals who want to represent 

themselves are required to attend pro se training so he/she 

is aware of what the law requires and his/her duties and 

responsibilities in court prior to filing their packets with 

the court. The total number of attendees during this report-

ing period was 30 participants.  

The Tuba City Judicial District judge, court administrator, 

and office technician hosted Criminal Justice Summit 

meetings on April 20 and June 22, 2018. Groups in attend-

ance included Department of Law Enforcement, Depart-

ment of Corrections, Probation/Parole Services, Peace-

making Program, Division of Social Services, the courts, 

and other local service providers that have an interest in 

delivery of services by the justice system. With collabora-

tive efforts, the group hopes to continue work on identify-

ing ways to share and streamline existing processes to bet-

ter serve the community.  

Judge Victoria Yazzie and court administrator Alice 

Huskie held trainings on court procedures and processes 

on district and family court cases for the clerks on a regu-

lar basis. On occasion one-on-one meetings are held to 

provide clarification on topics relating to a specific case 

matter.  

Oaths of Office. Judge Victoria Yazzie administered 

oaths of office as follows:  

Å Roberta Gorman, school board, Leupp Community 

School, Inc.  

Å Bahozhoi N. Kinsel, school board, Kaibeto Boarding 

School  

Å Chester Claw, school board, Tonalea Day School  

Å Thomas McCabe, health board, Tuba City Regional 

Health Care Corporation  

On April 6, 2018, the Tuba City Judicial District held its 

annual Justice Day with an open house and a luncheon. 

The theme for Justice Day 2018 was ñPerpetuate Din® 

Way of Life Through Resilience.ò More than 350 students 

and the public had opportunity to tour the courtroom with-

out the formalities of a court hearing. The public enjoyed 

presentations about the Treaty of 1868, justice symbols, 

why Lady Justice is blindfolded, and the meaning of the 

justice scale. Staff explained courtroom rules, the different 

types of hearings held by the family and district courts, 

and the types of cases referred to probation or peacemak-

ing. People touring the court building expressed positive 

comments about the facility. The Navajo Nation Depart-

ment of Corrections and Department of Law Enforcement 

also provided presentations throughout the day showing 

their equipment that they use for work. The overall turnout 

was excellent.  

Indian Law Conference. On April 5-6, 2018, staff attor-

ney Marvin Beauvais participated the Indian Law Confer-

ence in Scottsdale, Arizona. Topics presented included 

Tribal Sovereign Immunity, IHS and the Opioid Epidemic, 

Land Rights, Jurisdiction, Taxation, Water Rights, Natural 

Resources, Human Trafficking in Indian County, ICWA 

and Ethics. The overall conference was beneficial in 

providing updates.  

On April 30 and May 1, 2018, court clerks Amy Hatathlie 

and Lenora A. Begay participated in a Justware work ses-

sion in Window Rock, Arizona. Justware is the case man-

agement software program utilized by all Navajo Nation 

Courts. The group reviewed Justware features, made rec-

ommendations for proposed changes, and discussed e-

payments, creating a userôs guide, and the proposed Judi-

cial Branch Automation Policy. All Navajo Nation Judicial 

Districts participated in the work session to provide input.  

On May 4, 2018, the 

Tuba City Judicial Dis-

trict staff learned about 

Din® history through 

training about Naağtsoos 

S§n² in commemoration 

and tribute to the Navajo 

people that courageously 

made the ñforcedò jour-

ney by the U.S. govern-

ment 150 years ago. De-

spite the sad, heartbreak-

ing, and disheartening 

Judicial District FY 18 3rd Quarterly Highlights 
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stories, the Din® people persevered and came a long way on 

the path of resilience. Through the Navajo Treaty of 1868, 

approximately 8,000 Din® people returned to their home-

land.  

On June 4-6, 2018, Judge Victoria Yazzie and court ad-

ministrator Alice Huskie attended a Judicial Branch Strate-

gic Plan work session facilitated by Chief Justice JoAnn 

Jayne in Ignacio, Colorado. The group identified obstacles 

and recommended ways to improve the services of the Nav-

ajo Nation Judicial Branch. Mapping the workflow plans 

were documented for review and evaluation in the future.  

On June 7-8, 2018, NNBA held its annual conference at 

the Sky Ute Casino Resort in Ignacio, Colorado. Judge Vic-

toria Yazzie heard updates and information related to the 

bar association.  

On June 12-14, 2018, office technician Orlando Sam, bail-

iff Jonathan Nez, and court clerk Jannie Nelson attended the 

JTI Professionals Training Conference in Park City, Utah. 

The conference had work sessions on JusticeWeb, calendar-

ing and docketing, financials, JDA forms, business rules 

and workflows. The group enjoyed the conference.  

On June 20-22, 2018, bailiff Vinton Yazzie and court 

clerks Amy Hatathlie and Lenora Begay participated in the 

Flagstaff Municipal Court and Coconino Superior Court-

sponsored Judicial Staff Training Conference in Flagstaff, 

Arizona. The staff enjoyed breakout sessions in Legal Ad-

vice vs. Legal Information, Grand Jury and Indictment Pro-

cess, Five-Star Customer Service, Courtroom Etiquette, 

Coping with Drastic Changes, Overcoming Adversity, Self 

Defense & Tactics, and Court Security. ǒ 

 

KAYENTA JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

The Kayenta Judicial District staged a successful 2018 

Justice Day with the featured theme, ñDin® beôiina N§§s 

Yily®®l d·· bee Hadaô²²n²iln² ï Perpetuate Din® Way of 

Life Through Resilience,ò focused on the Treaty of 1868.  

The April 6, 2018, agenda included a welcome by Hon. Jo-

Ann B. Jayne, Chief Justice of the Navajo Nation; presenta-

tion by retired Chief Justice Herb Yazzie on ñThe Evolution 

of Navajo Sovereignty Since the Treaty of 1868;ò and an 

address by Associate Justice Eleanor Shirley.  Throughout 

the event, visitors obtained educational information about 

the Navajo courts, probation, peacemaking, and service pro-

viders which was topped off with a free lunch. 

The Kayenta Judicial District provided its ñJustice on 

Wheelsò mobile court at the Tsaôah bii Kin Chapter House 

in Inscription House, Arizona, on April 20, 2018.  Services 

included new Navajo Nation court case filings, pending 

family and district case inquiries, fine and fee payments, 

probation services, and free pro se clinic. 

Contôd from page 3 

Kayenta Staff Attorney Letitia Stover presents a pro se clinic at Inscription House Chapter House during the mobile justice pro-
gram. 
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